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When I try to invoke the picture of Mahatma Buddha while reading his life-story that he had 
renounced his kingdom and roamed in the jungles to find the meaning of life and death, | am 
notable to see the Buddha from any of his available pictures or statues. 


But, while looking at the photograph of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, | felt that Enlightened Buddha, 
who conveyed the vast meaning of life through very small things and facts, must have looked 


exactly like him. 


On seeing Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, | was convinced that the fearless and mightly holy men, sages, 
saints and Gurus must have looked like him. Contemplating this, your mind automatically bows 
before him in respect. 


....Dr. Dalip Kaur Tiwana 
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“Satguru Jagjit Singh propagated the great humanitarian message of 
Satguru Nanak Dev and the spirit of justice of Satguru Gobind Singh. 
He represented the revolutionary ideals of freedom of man given by 
the great Satguru Ram Singh. Millions consider him the incarnation 
and inheritor of the spiritual crown and throne of all these great masters” 


(November 22, 1920 - December 13, 2012) 
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The holy scriptures throw light on the fact, that whenever atrocity, sin and evil forces 
prevail and oppress the saints and pious souls, wickedness and deception get the 
upper hand in society, when the world forgets that Dharam exists, then The Almighty 
Omnipresent Lord, AkaalPurakh, incarnates in human form for the establishment of 
Dharam, righteousness, truthfulness and the protection of the entire Universe. 


It is written in the holy scriptures of the Sri AadhGranth Sahib, 


‘Jab JabHoteAristApara, tab tabdehdharatavtara' 
Whenever numerous tyrants take birth, then the Lord manifests himself in physical 
form 


Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji's divine birth took place on the 22nd of November in 1920 AD 
in the Holy land of Sri Bhaini Sahib. He was born to the holy family of Atal Partaapi Sri 
Satguru Partap Singh Ji and Mata Bhupinder Kaur Ji. Satguruji assumed the spiritual 
throne or Gurgaddi of Satguru Ram Singh Ji in the year 1959, representing the great 
humanitarian message of Guru Nanak Dev ji, the spirit of justice of Guru Gobind 
Singh ji and the revolutionary ideals of freedom of man given by the great Satguru Ram 
Singh Ji. 


Satguru ji's life is a living story of practices that He preached. His Holiness practiced a 
life of simplicity, starting from meditation of the Lord from very early hours in the 
morning to sunrise, engaging all of His devotees to do the same. Truth, Righteousness, 
Humility, Love, Peace and Humanity — are just a few of the things that His Holiness 
has preached and practiced vastly throughout. As a social reformer, Satguru ji played a 
proactive role in eradicating social evils such as female foeticide, dowry and 
alcohol/drug addiction and more. Due to His Holiness, an act was passed to prohibit 
cow slaughter in Punjab. He has forever been the protector of nature and animals, 
preserving their existence. In order to promote the ideals of vegetarianism, non 
violence, world peace, Punjabi language, literature andculture, Satguruji has 
sponsored and participated in several national, world conferences and projects and 
His Holiness has also redeveloped places of historic significance with great 
architectural values and also established many schools, colleges, hospitals, 
orphanages and old age homes around the globe. 


Besides being a spiritual leader, Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh ji has given birth to a parallel 
religion — the religion of music. In the history of music, he will always be credited 
with unmatched passion that sowed the seeds of a silent musical revolution in India. 
Satguruji has also been an aide to some of the greatest 20th century Indian Classical 
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musicians such as Ustad-s Vilayat Khan, Rajan-Sajan Misra, Alla Rakha and many 
more. He used to spend hours with his disciples, mentored so many talented 
Namdhari musicians of today and His Holiness also revived many ancient musical 
instruments such as the rabab, dilruba, saranda, sarangi, santoor and sitar. Satguru 
Jagjit Singhji's name, as a renowned musician, would also be remembered for having 
evolved new maatras of Taal Within Hindustani Classical music. 


While practicing Hispreachings, Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji bestowed a new life of 
purity and simplicity to the Namdhari Sikhs. He accords due respect to the members 
of other religions and social organizations working for the cause of humanity without 
any discrimination. Satguru Ji lays stress on social reforms like simple and economical 
Dowry-less Mass Marriage ceremonies. His Holiness urges the Sikhs to strictly follow 
their 'Gurmat' tenets in and outside India and obey the country's rules. So much so 
that millions of Sikhs of Guru Nanak Naam Leva are now spread to distinct corners of 
the Globe, have become vegetarians, teetotalers and Guru Sikhs. The services and 
blessings provided by Satguru Ji for world peace and against modern warfare weapons 
are commendable. 


Namdhari Sikhs have an honored place in the history of India's struggle for freedom. 
We are enjoying the bliss of an Independent Republic due to the blessings of Sri 
Satguru Ram Singh Ji who gave an unfailing instrument of Swadeshi, non-cooperation 
and civil disobedience for attaining independence to not only India, but the world as a 
whole. 


Satguru Ram Singh Ji and His Sikhs who made supreme sacrifices did not only belong 
to Punjab but to the whole country. They, therefore, deserved to be remembered by 
all the country men. The moral and spiritual awakening of the people by Satguru Ram 
Singh Ji and the consequent social reforms have attained all the more importance 
today in free india. By adopting the reforms and ideals of Satguru Ram Singh Ji and 
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, on a national level, many of the problems facing the country 
today can be resolved permanently. Recently, with the blessings of Satguru Jagjit 
Singh Ji, to commemorate the significant role Namdhari Sikhs played through the 
Kuka Movement initiated by Satguru Ram Singh Ji for India's independence, Finance 
minister Mr. P Chidambaram released Rs 100 commemorative coins to mark 150 
years of the Kuka Movement in India. 


Since India's independence in 1947, the role of Namdhari Sikhs has become all the 
more significant. They are symbols of India's secularism and they provide their 
motherland with the most experienced engineers, doctors, technicians, businessmen, 
cattle breeders, farmers etc. for its growing industry and development, they embody 
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the rural culture of India in their zeal for agriculture and are vigorous protectors of the 
wealth of the cattle rearing. Under the spiritual guidance of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, they 
are growing in prosperity and strength all over the globe. 


In this era of Kalyug, where worldly possessions and monetary values are considered 
highest by the society, there Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji loved all His Sikhs unconditionally 
and taught all to perform good deeds through prayers, compassion and selfless 
services. His Holiness nurtured and loved each Sikh as His own. No Sikh can even try 
to count His endless blessings and Love. With his blessings the poor children became 
superior scholars, musicians, sports persons and scientists. Meaning, If Satguru ji’s 
Glance of Grace touched a human for even a second, it would end their thirst 
wandering through various incarnations. The way the brightest star, the Sun gives its 
sunshine to the entire world, the same way Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji blessings were there 
for the entire universe. 


Satguru ji never encouraged people to convert to other religions but insisted that 
whichever religion one comes from, one must worship the Almighty and Chant the 
Almighty's Name with full devotion and meditation and further spread the love of the 
Lord among all beings. The way parents guide their children to follow the right path, 
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji guided the entire Namdhari Panth and all of His disciples to 
walk on the path of Truth so that all could experience bliss in this world and thereafter. 
as a tribute to his extreme kindness and dedication towards humanity, no amount of 
time, no words, no praises will ever be enough to describe our beautiful Lord. His 
divine grace was incomparable and His Love had no limitations or boundaries of 
caste, creed and religion. 


We as ordinary humans can only pay homage and seek His blessings and mercy for 
all. No matter which religion we come from, let us all walk together in harmony and 
love one another as we are all equally God's children. We must all be united in order 
to spiritually grow so that one day we all can dwell in the House of the Almighty and 
be showered with His infinite blessings forever. 
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A panoramic view of the simple and dowryless mass-marriage (Anand-Karaj) 
ceremony exclusively prevalent in the Namdhari Sikh Community 
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HH Sri Satguru Ji Loisting the Flag triangular white at Sri Bhaini Sahib on the 150yrs 
ceremony of Kuka Movement stand by Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji in 1857. 


Huge Gathering in 150 yrs. of Kuka movement Memorial Ceremony at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
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Mahatma Ashok Singhal Ji (VHP) addressing during the occasion of 150 yrs. of Kuka 
Movement celebration programme at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
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Sh. Sudarshan Ji Chief of RSS and CM Punjab S. Prakash Singh Badal on the 
Occasion of celebration of 150 yrs. kuka movement at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
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Huge gathering of Sadh Sangat on the Occasion of celebration of 150 yrs. 
kuka movement at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
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b S. Prakash Singh Badal receiving the momentous from 
ation of 150 yrs. kuka movement at Sri Bhaini Sahib 


Sh. Sudarshan Ji and CM Punja 
Sri Satguru Ji on the Occasion of celebr 
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HH Sri Satguru Ji on the Occasion of Holy March Basant Panchami at 
Sri Bhaini Sahib to Raian along with Sadh Sangat. 
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Young Girls perf 


‘orming Namdhari traditional Kirtan (Halle-Da-Diwan) during Hola 
Mohalla in the presence of HH Satguru Ji at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
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Peacocks taking food & enjoying the presence of His Holiness Satguru Ji 
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Sri Satguru Ji Giving Jaggery to the Cows 
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Sri Satguru Ji blessings the Cows at Sri Bhaini Sahib 
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HH Satguru Ji giving the blessings by distributing the parshad (sweets) to children at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
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Namdhari Martyrs memorial at Maler Kotla 
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Sri Satguru Ji laying down the foundation stone of Martyrs memorial place 
at Maler Kotla. S. Beant Singh CM Punjab also present there on the Occasion 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


ring 


eve 


Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee Receiving the blessings (Siropa) 
From His Holiness Satguru Ji 


Sri Satguru Ji Giving Holy Speech Singh Sahib Yogi Ji, G.S. Tohra, S.S. Johal 
and Other People were present in the function at Maler Kotla 
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Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, the First Prime Minister of India, paying his reverence 
to HH Sri Satguru Ji. 


HH Sri Satguru Ji giving the blessings and ideology in the favour of India and world’s 
mankind to Prime Minister of India Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri. 
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Smt. Indira Gandhi the First Lady Prime Minister of India giving respect to 
HH Sri Satguru Ji at Vigyan Bhavan at New Delhi. 


In the Holy Presence of His Holliness Satguru Ji Hon. Giani Zail Singh (President) 
and Hon. Rajeev Gandhi (Prime Minister) at Gola Gokaran Nath U.P. India. 
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Paying heartly respect to HH Sri Satguru Ji by Hon. Inder Kumar Gujral 
Prime Minister of India at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 


Sa Aritetyyse 


HH Sri Satguru Ji giving the blessings to Hon. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, presenting the 
Memorial Picture of Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji in PM House at New Delhi. 
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Mahatma Sri Ashok Singhal (VHP Supreme) and Hon. Narender Modi 
paying heartly respect to HH Sri Satguru Ji. 


Congress Chief Mrs. Sonia Gandhi Receiving Siropa, Gadva and Rosery 
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Famous Leader of Aacharaya Vinoba Bhave receiving the blessings 
from HH Sri Satguru Ji and discussing about some National Matter. 


Master Key of Indian Political Adviser S$. Harkrishan Singh Surjeet receiving 
the blessings and ideology from HH Sri Satguru Ji at New Delhi. 
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u Ji giving the blessings to Hon. Mr. Tony Blair Prime Minister of 
United Kingdom at 10 Downing street, London. 


HH Sri Satgur 


Mr. Berry Gardner (MP) Praising about kuka movement at the house of 
commons London (UK) in the presence of Satguru Ji also sitting 
deputy High Commissioner Sh. Jagdeep Puri at Parliament House (UK) 
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Arch Bishop Richard Chartres, Royal Church of London paying Holy respect 
to HH Sri Satguru Ji. 


Delegation of Indo British Mutual relationship group receiving the blessings 
from HH Sri Satguru Ji at New Delhi. 
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Discussing for the World Peace, welfare and Human-integrety by Parmukh Sawami 
Maharaj (Head of Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sect.) 
with HH Sri Satguru Ji at Toronto Canada. 


aid 


Various spiritual religious head receiving the blessings from HH Sri Satguru Ji on 
the occassion of Human-integrety programme organised by Sant Rajinder Singh Ji 
(Savan Kripal Ruhani Mission) at New Delhi. 
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Sri Ravi Shankar (Art of living Org.) receiving the blessings 
from HH Sri Satguru Ji at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 


Swami Ram Dev, Bal Krishan and Swami Sampurnanand paying respect to 
HH Sri Satguru Ji at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
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His Holiness Satguru Ji’s presence at Millennium world peace religious summit 
at New york (USA) Organized by UNO 
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His Holiness Satguru Ji addressing the delegates at New york in Millennium 
world peace summit in August 2000, also seen in picture Singh Sahib Yogi Ji, 
Swami Dayanand Sarswati Ji and Bawa Jain Sec. of world peace summit 
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HH Satguru ji blessed to Coffi Anann Sec.General of UNO & giving great Tips for World 
Peace conference at New York with prominents dignatories. 


Swami Maheshwrananda and other Namdhari Sikhs with HH Sri Satguru Ji at UNO New York. 
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Sri Sadhu Vasvani Ji and Swami Chidanand Muni Ji receiving the blessings 
from HH Sri Satguru Ji. 


Sucessor of Baba Shaikh Farid Ji receiving the blessings and discussing 
some religious Matter with HH Sri Satguru Ji 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Swami Dayanand Sarswati Ji receiving the blessings from His Holiness Satguru Ji 
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” Satguru Partap Singh Sangeet Sammelan” organised on the opening ceremony programme in 
the Holy presence of HH Satguru Ji and Drum Maestro Shiva Mani performing his programme 
accompaning with Sukhwinder Singh Pinki on Tabla & on Sarod Amaan-Ayan Ali at Ludhiana. 
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Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji PM of India inaugurating Satguru Partap Singh 
Apollo Hospital in the presence of HH Satguru Ji at Ludhiana 
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His Holliness Sri Satguru Ji giving blessings by putting the soil at Hufa Sawann, Ratbury, (Thailand) 
on the occasion foundation stone of the Peace Temple. 
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Sri Satguru Ji's august presence among the wor! 
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Remarks of HH Sri Satguru Ji in the visitor Book. 


ids renowned religious personalities and diplomats 
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Ek Oankar 
Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji Sahai 


(I have Seen Dr. Suchat’s Aashram in 
which several Sadhus reside who 
observe silence for many days. 
Engrossed in contemplation, they 
possess pious thoughts and abstain 
from meat, liquor, eggs and beetle- 
leaves etc. Dr. Suchat himself 
remains in meditative mood for 
hours together and enjoys other- 
worldly scenes. That is why, no 
animal, nor even a snake is killed in 
this Aashram. 

This is the sign of peace and 
happiness for the entire world. We 
all should learn from this as to how 
nicely to recognize somebody‘s 
religion and how nicely to 
appreciate somebody’s goodness. 


Sd/- 

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 

09 Phagun, 2034 

Hufa Sawann Ratbury, Thailand 
(Time) 09:15 
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand receiving HH Sri Satguru Ji 
in the Royal Palace. 


Warm Welcome to HH Satguru Ji from Committee of World Vegetarian Congress 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


coded 
J ] 


iti 
= 


c= 


_ ters y 


In the Holy Presence of HH Sri Satguru Ji on the occassion of World Vegetarian Congress 
at Chiang Mai, Thailand. 


HH Sri Satguru Ji giving insipiration to Youth Namdhari group at Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
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HH Sri Satguru Ji giving inspiration by the doing KAR SEVA in Temple of Budha" Doi Suthep" 
at Chiang Mai, Thailand. 


Sri Satguru Ji giving the blessings to students at Chiengdao, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Warm Welcome to HH Sri Satguru Ji at International Airport of Bangkok, Thailand 
by Sadh Sangat. 


HH Sri Satguru Ji along with Police Officers Santi Barn Branch (internal security dept.) 
and local Organisers of Namdhari Sangat at Niwas Asthan Thailand. 
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A Delegation from Thailand in the leadership of Sri Phongthep Thepkanjana visited 
Sri Bhaini Sahib receiving the blessings from His Holiness Satguru Ji 


People of Angthong City (Thailand) are welcoming His Holiness Satguru Ji 
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Namdhari Sikhs of Thailand preforming Gurbani Kirtan in front of HH Satguru Ji at Bangkok 
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Namdhari Musicians of Bangkok preforming Gurbani Kirtan in the leadership of Jagjit Singh Azad 
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Rajmata “Nabha State” & Maharaja Hanumant Singh with family receiving 
the blessings from HH Satguru Ji at New Delhi. 
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Dr. Manmohan Singh, S. Beant Singh and other prominent Punjabi Writers with Sri 
Satguru Ji at Silver Jubli ceremony of Punjabi Sahit Acedemy, Ludhiana 


Most of the renowned Punjabi Writers and Orators receiving the blessings 
of HH Sri Satguru Ji gathered at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
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Light & sound Programme presenting team seeking the blessings of HH Satguru Ji 
at Namdhari Shaheedi Samark Near Golden Temple, Sri Amritsar. 


Mr. Gurinder Singh Mann from USA every year came with his University students 
seeking the blessings from HH Satguru Ji. 
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World renowned Tiger Jeet Singh (WWF) receiving the blessings from HH Satguru Ji at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 
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Film Star Mr. Sanjay Khan paying holy regards to HH Satguru Ji in the Emirates Plane 
from Dubai to Mumbai. 


© 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


After winning the All India Hockey Tournament Gold Cup, Namdhari Xi Hockey Team 
receiving the blessings from HH Satguru Ji at Sri Bhaini Sahib. 


HH Satguru Ji inspired Indian Hockey Team at Bangluru. 
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TRADITIONAL MUSIC IS A LADDER UNTO “GOD” 
- Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj- 


By Mohan Nadkarni 


“Traditional music is a ladder 
unto “God” so declaims Satguru Jagjit 
Singh ji Maharaj, the present head of 
the Namdhari Sikhs, who truns 75 
this year. He is the direct spiritual 
descent of the centuries-old sect. 


Not much is known, except in parts . 
of North India, about the sect or the 
contribution of its followers to the 
propagation of Hindustani basic. 
Social history records that the 
Namdharis were involved with music from the time of the first guru of the Sikhs, Guru 
Nanak Dev, who was himself not only spiritual personality, but also a blue-blooded 
musician. The Granth Sahib, is possibly the only religious work where almost all the 
hymns, known as shabads, are set to Hindustani raga music. They are regarded as 
inspired hymns and deeply respected as Gurbani. 


The post-Guru Nanak period, during the time of Guru Arjun Dey, the chief musicians 
of the Golden Temple of Amritsar reportedly became lax and egoistic. The guru 
therefore ordered their dismissal and commanded every member of his congregation 
to learn traditional raga music. The Namdharis are the inheritors of this tradition. 


Until 1947, the Golden Temple was the only sacred place where musicians gave 
recitals in pure classical ragas. But now the tradition is also found preserved and 
fostered in the Gurdwara of Bhaini Sahib, the spiritual centre of the Namdhar Sikhs, in 
Ludhiana district, in Punjab, under the guidance and direction of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 
Maharaj. Satguru Partap Singh Ji Maharaj was the father and guru of Jagjit Singh Ji. 
Partap Singhji was not only a spiritual dignitary, but also a valiant freedom fighter, a 
noted performing musician, scholar and composer rolled into one. His mastery over 
the dhrupad dhamar styles of Hindustani music was matched by his command of 
instrumental and percussion music. He was held in high esteem by musician, 
celebrities of his time, and they always come to offer their tributes in melody and 
rhythm of the spiritual centre. 


The opportunity to be in the company of Jagjit Singhji Maharaj came my way, for the 
first time, in December 1981, during my week-long visit to Aurangabad in South 
Maharashtra, to attend the mammoth sangeet sammelan organised by him. The 
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second visit to His Holiness was in response to his invitation to meet him at his 
spiritual centre at Bhaini Sahib in June 1995. 


Full 14 years had gone by between these happenings and, in the context of the 
worsening situation in Punjab for almost a decade, there was no means for me to 
ascertain the state of affairs at the holy place. All | could know was that satguruji had 
decided to suspend the musical activity and remain confined to his ashram at Bhaini 
Sahib waiting, as though, for the return of normalcy in the strife-torn state. 


His Holiness said so in so many words when | met him at his ashram during my last 
visit. He said that peace was restored to Punjab and that he was planning to restart the 
musical activity by holding periodical sangeet sammelans as before. 


Meeting Satguruji is always an unforgettable experience. A marvellous personality in 
immaculately white attire and natural flowing beard, he looks the living symbol of his 
faith in the guru parampara and the Holy Granth or Granth Sahib. Of medium height 
he is lanky. His expression looks grave, but when he welcomes you with a traditional 
Namaste, there is a benign smile, the kind of expression that is at once eloquent of 
humility inspired by an intense desire to serve the community at large. 


His Holiness always puts me at ease every time | met him for a conversation at 
Aurangabab in 1981 and at Bhaini Sahib 14 years later. He gave me complete 
freedom to ask him any questions and he answered them with a child-like simplicity. 


In reply to my preliminary questions. His Holiness first told me that Satguru Ram Singh 
was the pioneer of the Namdhari movement, which was basically nationalistic in 
character. Following in the footsteps of the great Ranjit Singh, Ram Singh Ji and his 
followers challenged the imperial might of the British rulers. Many of them suffered 
martyrdom, while others underwent incarnation and even deportation. It came as a 
revelation when His Holiness told me that entire community observed a total boycott 
of the Britishers till India became free in 1947. 


This background gave me the impression that the Namdharis were a martial 
community. If it were so, how did it get so deeply involved in music ? His Holiness 
said that the Namdharis were not “martial” in the strict sense of the term, adding, 
emphatically: “We are second to none in bravery, courage and fortitude, when it 
comes to fighting for a national cause”. 


Another revelation came to me when His Holiness said that the Namdharis Sikhs, also 
known as Kukas, were mostly engaged in animal husbandry and farming. “ though 
they are many who have excelled in the fields of engineering, science, medicine and 
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the humanities”. 


As for the Namdharis’ involvement in music. His Holiness said that the first guru of the 
Sikhs, Guru Nanak Devji, was a blue -blooded musician. “ The Holy Book, the Adi 
Granth or Granth Sahib, is the only religious book in which all the hymns which we 
call Gurbani, are set to raga music”. 


During my visit to Bhaini Sahib, | was shown a rare picture of Guru Nanak with Bhai 
Mardana, sitting by his side, playing the rabab. The morning prayers at the spiritual 
centre, as also in the the numerous Gurdwaras, scattered in far-off hamlets and towns, 
begin with the swara-alaps of the raga-asa, while the kirtans at vesper-time are set to 
ragas like Yaman. 


“We are true followers of Gurbani and our love of music comes from the Holy Granth 
“, said His Holiness. He added that no less than 6 gurus of the parampara have 
inspired them to keep the singing tradition of Gurbani alive. 


Is His Holiness’ parampara a father-son hierarchy? Not necessarily, he pointed out, 
though as it happened, he succeeded as his father, Satguru Partap Singhji Maharaj, in 
1959. 


| experienced the intensely spiritual ambience around Bhaini Sahib and its precincts. 
The tiny place has a population of about 2000 and is inhabited by families. Men, 
women and children, all votaries of the Holy Granth and deeply devoted to Sri 
Satguru Ji, are clad in immaculate white. They present the very picture of dignity, 
humanity and contentment. What is frankly intriguing is that the activity connected 
with 'His Holiness' mission takes much of his time, as also that of his followers. How 
come, then, is His Holiness able to manage the stupendous task of propagation of 
traditional music among the people? 


Satguru says that he owes all he could achieve to his respected father and guru. He 
said that it was the compelling urge to promote his father's musical mission that made 
it possible for him to do his “bit” in that direction also. A dedicated band of young 
Namdharis render him their valuable assistance in organising periodical Sangeet 
Sammelans in different parts of India. Between 1973 and 1981, seven such marathon 
soirees were held in Delhi, Bombay, Lucknow and Aurangabad. A tentative plan has 
been drawn up for organising such events after a gap of 14 years. 


| have had the pleasure to attend some of these sammelans. To me, they present a 
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landmark in the chequered history of the traditional music of north India, specially 
because they are being organisied at a time when such events elsewhere are mostly 
held with exorbitant admission rates. Replying to many question on this point, His 
Holiness said that the aim is to promote and propagate traditional music and bring it to 
the door-step of the common man. “Free admission is a truly Indian tradition. It is like 
prasad, offered in temples, and free music is a spiritual prasad to the seeker, said His 
Holiness. 


How, then, does His Holiness manage the heavy financial commitments involved in 
such mammoth events? Satguru Ji told me that Namdhari Sikhs number a little over a 
million. They are all a dedicated lot, and equally involved in the propagation of 
traditional music. “We have branches of the Namdhari Sangat (as the spiritual mission 
is familiarly known) in several places in India and abroad, and the response to the 
Sangat's call the spontaneity of ancient of ardent devotees.” 


Speaking of other aspects of the musical mission His Holiness sais that in his efforts to 
encourage young talent the Sangat sends selected boys for professional grooming 
under great contemporary masters. Sensing the musical potential of several precious 
youngsters, he has arranged for the training under the tutelage of acknowledged of 
music mentors. The early batch includes Gurdev Singh, Kiran Pal Singh, Sukhwinder 
Singh and Avtar Singh, who have had their training from top notch virtuosi like Amjad 
Ali Khan, Ravi Shankar, Ram Narayan, Shiv Kumar Sharama, Kishan Maharaj and 
several others. 


His Holiness mad a special mention of work of other senior Namdhari musician- 
gurus, like Bir Singh Ji his younger brother, and Harbhajan Singh, in dhrupad-dhamar 
and also percussion music. The Sangat met all expenses in this regard. 


His Holiness told me about the Sangats' work in other fields. In the field of social 
work, it organises mass marriages on a strictly economic basis. The community leads 
others in the promotion of animal husbandry. But cross breeding is strictly prohibited. 


Children are also encouraged to take to sports. While on this subject, Satguru Ji told 
me that Dalip Singh, his nephew son of Bir Singh Ji, was a recipient of mini-national 


championship in the All India Nehru Junior Hockey Tournaments. 


On the food habits of the Namdharis, he pointed out they are strict vagetarians and 
teetotallers. “They preach what they practice,” said His Holiness with a smile. 
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A rather ticklish question came to my mind during one of our conversations. | had 
noticed that woman artists were conspicuous by their absence in the musical events. 
How come? With a giggle, Satguru Ji told me that the tenets of the prampara did not 
permit participation by woman artists. In other respects the Sammelan is all artists 
irrespective of cast, religion and discipline. 


Like his revered father and guru, Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj is not only steeped in all 
aspects of sangeet shastra but is also performing vocalist, instrumentalists and 
percussionist. What is more, he is an erudite teacher and innovator of musical 
instruments. These shining facets of his personality are best reflected during his 
teaching sessions. Even at this age he shows a surprising stamina in conducting his 
classes, which comprise of boys and girls from the age of six. 


At my request, he gave me a demonstration of his own instrumental innovation — he 
has not cared to christen it— giving utterly enchanting musical effects. | found itto bea 
tiny contraption, looking like a miniature swaramandal, and fitted to a bow 
instrument, dilruba. He played for me short pieces in the ragas Chandrakauns and 
Madhuvanti, gently trimming its strings. The brief performance held me in 
amazement and admiration. 


Satguru Ji is a householder. His wife, daughter, grand — daughter comprises his family. 
Yet he is a recluse in the true sense of the term, and seldom condescends to talk about 
his family and personal life. Incidentally i had heard it from Sri Satguru Ji is also a good 
sportsman, adept in playing games like tennis, badminton and polo and an expert 
swimmer. He is known to take only a couple of hours sleep till around midnight, and 
get immersed in meditation till the early hours of the morning. 
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“Sri Satguru Partap singh Ji Memorial Sangeet Samaroh” inaugurated by HH Satguru Ji at Gwalior. 
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Young Namdhari Music students getting guidance from Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 
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Sri Satguru Ji giving the blessings to Ustad Vilayat Husain Khan & Pandit Rajan Mishra at Dehradhun 
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HH Satguru Ji reciting Gurbani & playing Dilruba, accompanied by 
Maharaj Bir Singh with Tabla. 


Young Musicians preforming Gurbani Kirtan in the presence of His Holiness Satguru Ji 
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World famous Sitar Maestro Ustad Valayat Hussain Khan reciting Sitar & 
receiving the blessings from HH Satguru Ji. 


Ustad Valayat Hussain Khan & Ustad Zakir Hussain receiving the blessings 
from HH Satguru Ji in the Green Room at USA. 
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Ustad Valayat Hussain Khan & his family sitting near the Holy feet of 
HH Satguru Ji in their house at Baltimore, USA. 


Pt. Shiv Kumar Sharma (Santoor Maestro), Pt. Ram Narayan (Sarangi Maestro) receiving 
the blessings from HH Satguru Ji at Namdhari Agriculture Farm, Bangluru. 
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“Bharat Ratna” Pt. Ravi Shankar (Sitar Mestro) receiving the blessings 
from HH Satguru Ji at Southall, UK. 
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Pt. Hanuman Parshad Mishra receiving the “Kashi Swar Ganga Sanman” 
from HH Satguru Ji at Varanasy. 
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Famous Tabla Artist Ustad Allha Rakha Khan paying regards & taking the 
blessings from HH Sri Satguru Ji and discussing on classical Music. 


HH Sri Satguru Ji singing Gurbani in classical Raga’s along with Pt. Birju Maharaj, playing Dholki 
& Sukhdev Singh on Tabla. Pt. Rajan, Sajan Mishra, other artists and music lover are present there. 
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World famous Kathak Artist Pt. Birju Maharaj receiving the blessings of HH Satguru ji. 
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Pt. Birju Maharaj presenting Kathak Dance in the presence of HH Satguru Ji. 
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Pt. Rajinder Gangani presenting Kathak Dance in the presence of HH Satguru ji. 
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Ustad Amjad Ali Khan (Sarod Maestro) garlanding to HH Satguru Ji 
in the “Sarod Ghar” at Gwalior. 


Ustad Gulfam Ahmad reciting the “Afgani Rabab” & geting the blessings 
from HH Satguru ji at New Delhi. 
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HH Satguru Ji teaching & blessings the learning boy of classical music on 
his fingers at Bangkok, Thailand. 
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HH Satguru Ji giving the blessings to Tabla Player child Master Yashwant Vaishnav 
with golden Rosery. 
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Paying respect by Bhai Harpal Singh Bhullar with delegation of 
Bhai Mardana Yadgari Society, to HH Satguru Ji 


Hazoori Ragi Jatha Bhai Avtar Singh receiving the blessings from HH Satguru Ji 
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during His Holiness 


Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 


Prakash Diwas event 
; held at Niwas Asthan 
Boa Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji 


Dere Rama 2 


Bangkok 


Namdhari Sikh in Bangkok donate generously to poor children 
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"Namdhari Sikhs donate fund and other life sporting material to flood 
victims on behalf of Sri Satguru Ji 
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According to the desire & teachings of HH Satguru Ji, Namdhari Sikhs in 
Bangkok set 24 Cows free from slaughter house Chainath Province 
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Sri Satguru Jagji 


